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[The Ruling on Implementing Sharia Punishments on Those Who
Commit Crimes Outside Islamic countries]

Preparation:
[Nour Ibrahim Kamal Ibrahim]
[Professor Dr. Mohammad Mutlag Mohammad Assaf,]

Abstract:

This research discusses the ruling on enforcing Sharia punishments on a Muslim who commits a crime
outside the Islamic countries. Classical jurists divided territories into Dar al-Harb (land of war), Dar al-
Islam (land of Islam), and Dar al-Ahd (land of treaty). However, many contemporary scholars believe
that this classical division does not apply to today’s countries due to the existence of treaties between
states and the mixture of characteristics of Dar al-I1slam and Dar al-Harb in them. They referred to it as
“the composite land,” where some Islamic laws and some war laws apply.

The research followed a descriptive methodology, examining the opinions in the references and
jurisprudence books from the four Islamic schools of thought, along with general comparative
jurisprudence, to reach a selected opinion among them.
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The research reached several conclusions, including that the implementation of Sharia punishments has
conditions, and only the ruler is authorized to enforce these punishments; individuals cannot enforce
them on each other. The implementation of punishment on a Muslim in Islamic countries is an obligation
on the ruler. However, in non-Islamic countries as they are currently structured, it is not possible to
implement these punishments unless the ruler captures the perpetrator in his land or if treaties and
political agreements between Islamic and non-Islamic countries stipulate the extradition of the
perpetrator to the Islamic state in its current composite form, allowing the Muslim ruler to implement
the punishment on the perpetrator.

Keywords: Criminal jurisprudence, Penalties, Dar al-Islam, Dar al-Ahd, Islamic politics.
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